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From the Director... 

Children’s Mental Health

Awareness Week Approaches

May is Mental Health Month.  The National Federation of Families and Center for Mental Health Services has designated May 4-10 as Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week.  The National Federation of Families is sending out the following message:
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Mental Health is essential to overall health and well-being in children and youth.

· Serious emotional and mental health disorders in children and youth are real and treatable.

· Children and youth with mental health challenges and their families deserve access to services and supports that are family driven and culturally appropriate.

· Stigma associated with mental illness should no longer exist.

There is a Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week Website at http://childrensmentalhealthawareness
week.org.  The site includes information on how to obtain the Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week “Ribbon” to wear to show your support.

Bruce Kamradt, Director

Wraparound Milwaukee Receives 

Family-Based Service Award

Wraparound Milwaukee has been selected to be the recipient of the “2008 In Search of Excellence Award” sponsored by the Wisconsin Family Based Services Association (WFBSA).  The award is part of the Association’s mission to recognize and support individuals and systems that work to strengthen families in Wisconsin.  Recipients are selected based on:

· Their demonstration of the family-based services philosophy.

· Creative new programs or initiatives or innovative collaborations.

· Significant, exemplary contributions to the expansion and implementation of the family-based services philosophy or movement in the community.

We want to thank Chrya Trost, Program Director at LaCausa, for nominating Wraparound Milwaukee and the WFBSA for selecting our program to 

receive the 2008 Award.  Among the comments in the letter we received from the Wisconsin Family Based Services  Association  was,  “unique  about  Wraparound Milwaukee is that they continue to follow their articulated Vision and Mission and provide the training, design and funding to have successful outcomes for children and families.”


Wraparound Milwaukee will accept the award at their annual luncheon at the WFBSA Conference in Stevens Point on April 24, 2008.


Bruce Kamradt, Director
Wraparound Success Story…
Tim* was enrolled in Wraparound Milwaukee in January 2006 on a delinquency order.  At the time of his enrolment, he was dealing with extreme issues of depression, anger, sadness and low self-esteem.  Tim was both perpetrator and victim of sexual abuse, but often felt that his life circumstances had been unfair to him.

Tim was immediately court-ordered into a Residential Treatment facility for extensive treatment services.  He presented extreme behavior issues initially, such as displaying verbal aggression towards staff and peers, refusing to participate in sessions and not taking responsibility for his actions.  However, it did not take long for Tim to realize that he wanted to make better choices for himself and return home.  Tim began to be an active participant in his sessions, displaying a cooperative attitude and opening up to his therapist.  It was evident that Tim had the desire to change his life for the better and become a successful person.  Tim had the support of his family, including his grandmother.  Tim and his family also had relationships within the church that provided additional community support.

Upon enrollment, Tim was struggling academically because he had not been invested in his education.  The Child and Family Team, including Tim, were fully aware that he was capable of excelling in school and only needed the motivation and confidence in himself to do so.  Tim began to turn things around academically.  He was transitioned home to family and to the Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) district.  Tim was enrolled at one of the top college bound high schools that MPS has to offer.  He earned a 4.0 grade point average on his first report card and has continued to maintain high academics since his enrollment in school. 

Tim has received a college scholarship to be used at the school of his choice for being “A Future Leader of Tomorrow”.  Tim has taken the ACT test and is looking forward to furthering his education at the Milwaukee School of Engineering, Iowa State or the University of Wisconsin to pursue his goals of becoming an electrical engineer.  Tim has also maintained employment, while not losing focus on his education.  Tim’s success in changing his life for the better shows that if provided with the proper tools, a negative situation can surely create positive results.  Tim has the continued support of his family, church, employer and school.

 (* Name changed for confidentiality.)

Submitted by LaCausa, Inc.
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Local News… 
MPS Workgroup Reviews

Alternatives To Suspensions/Expulsions
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The problem of student suspensions/expulsions in the Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) system is the focus of a new workgroup organized as part of the Safe Schools/Healthy Students and Futures First initiatives.  That workgroup, made up of MPS administrators and representatives from mental health, the District Attorney’s Office, Public Defenders Office, Police and other agencies, hopes to develop alternative strategies to suspensions and expulsions that can be recommended for implementation to the Milwaukee School Board.


The most recent school data for 2006-2007 showed that among 97,160 enrolled MPS students, there were 24,148 students suspended or 24.85% of the total student enrollment.  The actual number of suspensions (since some students were suspended more than once) was 79,243 for a total of 144, 226 suspension days.  Among those students suspended 81% were African-American and 12% Hispanic.  The main reason for suspension was overwhelmingly related to learning environment issues, principally chronic classroom disruption or violation of school rules.  This was nearly 70% of the reasons given for the suspension.  Physical safety issues represented 28% of the rationale for suspension.  The largest number of suspensions was among 9th graders (1,970 students) with the largest clustering of suspensions among grades 7 to 10.


The workgroup will be facilitated with the help of the Planning Council and will need to have a recommendation to the Board in the next six weeks or so.  Some possible ideas suggested so far included:

Suspensions

· Implement a “Pyramid of Intervention” approach at all schools with prevention, intervention and focused intervention plan.

· Provide support to schools for professional development in the above areas.

· Restorative justice model.

· Coordination of community efforts to support students (i.e., Wraparound Milwaukee, District Attorney, Children’s Court, Milwaukee Police, faith-based organizations, etc.)

Expulsions

· Working with community organizations such as Running Rebels, Latino Community Center, etc., to develop programs for expelled students.

· Create schools to provide a place while students are expelled to attend class – possibly on-line learning to individualize instruction.

· Create a Saturday program for students (such as the Smart program in Chicago).

· Provide support programs – attendance for students and parents.

More information will be forthcoming.

Bruce Kamradt, Director
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State News… 
New Medicaid Option Increases
Access to Community-Based Services


A proposed new Federal Medicaid regulation would provide expanded access to home and community-based services for the elderly and disabled.  The new 1915(i) section of Medicaid gives states an option to use Medicaid funds for home and community-based services to the elderly and people with disabilities without having to obtain a waiver from the Federal government.

The new option has great potential to expand the range of Medicaid services available to adults and children with serious mental health disorders.  However, states may still cap available slots for the program and limit access geographically.  The 1915(i) is a potential option that could benefit Milwaukee County and is under state consideration to apply for in 2008.

Meanwhile, bills have now been introduced in both the U.S. Senate (S2819) and the House (H.R.5613) to delay enactment of several controversial Medicaid regulations including the new restrictions on child welfare and juvenile justice being able to claim and bill for targeted case management services.

Bruce Kamradt, Director
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National News… 
Michigan Supreme Court Justice

Visits Wraparound Milwaukee


Wraparound Milwaukee received a visit Friday, April 11th from Justice Robert P. Young, Jr., member of the Michigan Supreme Court.  Justice Young had asked to visit Wraparound Milwaukee while here in Milwaukee.  He is very interested in children’s mental health, juvenile justice and child welfare issues.  He currently serves on the Board of Vista Maria, a large residential, educational and community-based treatment center near Detroit – specializing in treating adolescent girls.  He has also served as a trustee of charitable and civic organizations devoted to children’s interests such as the Detroit Institute of Children, Detroit Historical Society and the Governor’s Task Force on Children’s Justice Concerning Child Abuse and Neglect.


Justice Young was joined by Judge Triggiano from Children’s Court and several Wraparound managers, and he was very impressed with the philosophy, design, funding and service array offered by Wraparound Milwaukee.

Bruce Kamradt, Director
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Mobile Crisis News... 

In March, the Mobile Urgent Treatment Team (MUTT) participated in Marquette University’s Annual Health and Education Fair on Friday, March 29th.  There were providers from all over the area and MUTT was able to offer information on crisis services and Wraparound in general.  

MUTT continues to work with Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) to enhance our ability to provide mental health services in schools.  Pat Yahle, MPS Director of Special Services, and I will present at the Georgetown Training Institutes in July, on partnering for kids’ mental health.

MUTT also works closely with REACH, to ensure that new enrollees, mostly from MPS, get appropriate assessments.  Michele LeCloux acts as a liaison in this capacity to make sure referred youth are seen in a timely fashion.

Dr. Chris Morano, Director of Mobile Crisis Services
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Finance News... 

As many of you may be aware, I recently moved from the Quality Assurance Department to the Finance area and over the past month I have been transitioning into the position of Finance Director.  I look forward to continuing to work with everyone and can be reached at (414) 257-7597 with any questions, concerns or needs.

Janet Friedman, Finance Director
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Announcements ... 
Positive Recognition Awards

The following have been recipients of “Positive Recognition” awards:

Nancy Rodriguez – REACH - LaCausa

Nominated by Victoria A. Goller - Parent

“…has given us as much time as we needed… has given us a sense of hope… shows compassion… clearly pours her heart and soul in to her work.”

Luciana Gonzalez – LaCausa, Inc.

Jill Goldsworth – Alternatives in Psych. Consultation

Nominated by Vicky Gabrus - Parent

“…have been very involved with our family… they really care about the people that they are trying to help.”

Marshall Williams – Running Rebels

Nominated by Jacqueline F. Truog - Parent

“   cares a great deal about my son and I appreciate the time he takes to spend time with him.”

Connecting Youth Staff - LaCausa

Nominated by Howard Scruggs - Parent

“… helped my son identify some behavior issues with his peers by forming a team that meets and works together… my son and myself as part of the team…”

Joe Riepenhoff – Alternatives in Psych. Cons.

Nominated by Jewell McGee - Grandparent

“…for going out of his way to help and support us in a critical time… for being there to counsel my grandson… I am truly grateful.”

Shanen Hartman – Integrity Family Service

Nominated by Mrs. Milagros Mercado - Parent

“…assisted us with providing our son with recreational activities which we ourselves are not able to afford...”
Luz Burgos – Integrity Family Services

Nominated by Mrs. Milagros Mercado - Parent

“Very satisfied with her as a P.A.… has helped me very much with my goals… a very professional person.”

Mr. Calwell – Heavenly Angels

Nominated by Mrs. Milagros Mercado - Parent

“Personable responsible and friendly.”

Hinhpalom Phouybanhdyt – Family Options

Nominated by Mrs. Milagros Mercado - Parent

“…served my son as a counselor… has done a great job… included the family when necessary and we have all benefited from his services.”

Luciana Gonzalez – LaCausa

Nominated by Subrena Roberts - Parent

“…the best there is… she’s awesome… keeps her promises… lucky to have her… she’s the best.”

David Smothers – Step Five Program

Nominated by Karen Jackson - Parent

“…helping [my son] speak more freely to his peers and family… I am very grateful.”

David Zellmer – AJA Counseling

David Allschwang – MD Therapy

Nominated by Karen Jackson - Parent

“…very, very helpful… make sure that [my son’s] needs are met… always punctual… keep a smile on.”

George Linke – Tutoring Program

Nominated by Karen Jackson - Parent

“…has really been helpful with multiplication problems… George found out where [my son] was really at…”

Kimberly Pritzl – Alternatives in Psych. Consultation

Nominated by Ruby McMiller - Youth

“She was always there for me.”

David Zellmer – AJA Counseling

Nominated by Juanita Jones - Parent

“…very nice and understanding… he listens to me and my son… keeps his word…”

Amy Mantey – Aurora Family Service

Nominated by Sophia Flowers - Parent

“…very positive… tries her best to meet all of my son’s needs… strives for the best.”
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Upcoming Events ... 
MAY  2008

May 1

Mgmt./Supervisors Meeting

8:15-10:00am
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 212
May 1

High Risk Reviews

11:00-1:00pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 253
May 1

Monthly Care Coordinator Mtg.

1:00-3:00pm
CHP Auditorium
May 2

WRIT

9:00-5:00pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 253

May 7

DHHS Centralized QA Mtg.

9:00am

BHD-Day Hospital – Room 212
May 8

High Risk Reviews 

11:00-1:00pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 253

May 9

Provider Training – Level II

8:00-12:30pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 416
May 14

Child Psych. Cons. – LaCausa

12:00-1:00pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 253
May 15

Mgmt./Supervisors Meeting

8:15-10:00am
at BHD-Day Hospital – Room 212
May 15

High Risk Reviews 

11:00-1:00pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 253

May 19

Youth Council Meeting

4:00-5:30pm
@ Running Rebels Comm. Org.
May 21
Provider Network Meeting

10:00am
CHP Auditorium
May 22

High Risk Reviews

11:00-1:00pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 253
May 26
Group Home Meeting

10:00am
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 416

May 28

Child Psych. Cons. – MHYH

12:00-1:00pm
BHD-Day Hospital – Room 253

Milwaukee County Behavioral Health Division


       Wraparound Milwaukee


Child & Adolescent Services Branch











Wednesday – April 23rd




















Editor


Debra Jansen, Consumer Relations Coordinator - (414) 257-6532.


For more information on Wraparound Milwaukee, go to our Website at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.county.milwaukee.gov" ��www.county.milwaukee.gov� and search using the  keywords “Wraparound Milwaukee”.








Greater Milwaukee Major Events





3/28-4/6	2008 Realtors Spring Show	Wisconsin Exposition Center	(414) 778-4929
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