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ENERGY DEVICE BARBS

Page 1 of 1

Ensure barbs/wires are disconnected
from weapon (power supply)

aw enforcemen
prefers to remove barbs or
requires them as
evidence?

No

Barbs in
eyes/orbits, neck or
genitalia?

No

Carefully examine, palpate area to
determine location and depth

‘ Use one hand to pull skin around barb taut ‘

‘ Grasp barb/electrode shaft with other hand ‘

‘ Pull straight out with gentle, quick motion ‘

Dispose of barbs in appropriate sharps
container

v

Apply adhesive bandage over wound(s) ‘

v

Transport patient if barbs cannot be safely
removed by this method

Notes:

Yes»

Allow law enforcement personnel to
attempt removal per police policies

Yes—>|

Splint barbs in place and transport to
closest, most appropriate hospital

¢ Most conducted energy device barbs have a small bent hook similar to the barbs on a fishhook.

e On most occasions, the conducted energy weapon will cauterize the skin at the site of penetration.
Bleeding is usually minimal, and the wound will heal uneventfully.

e When grasping barbs, grasp the metal shaft of the electrode, and not the wires, which are fragile and
will break easily. Take care not to grasp any exposed sharp ends.
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