



SCENARIO
Compel a Sample
Over 500 people were infected with the Hepatitis A virus during a recent outbreak in the local community.  Hepatitis A is an enteric illness characterized by fever, malaise, anorexia, nausea, and abdominal discomfort.  The mode of transmission is person-to-person via the fecal-oral route.  Preliminary epidemiological interviews indicate all the  individuals who became infected had one thing in common:  they all ate the “Voyager Bomber” sub at the Nautilus Submarine Shop located downtown.  According to the Manager of Nautilus Submarine Shop, one particular ”Sandwich Technician” had been exhibiting symptoms consistent with Hepatitis A before the outbreak in the community.  This technician (John) continued to work while feeling ill.  Sandwich Technicians physically assemble the subs for public consumption.  State and local health codes require food handlers to avoid direct contact with food (i.e. must wear gloves or use mechanical device to handle the food).  During on-site inspections by the local health department, food inspectors observed John assembling “Voyager Bombers” with his bare hands.  Although hand hygiene signs are posted in the restrooms reminding staff to wash their hands before returning to work, John’s manager reports that he has to verbally direct John to wash his hands because they often look soiled and in need of serious scrubbing.  The health department’s epidemiologist suspects John may be the source of this outbreak and orders him to submit a stool sample for laboratory testing.  She also issues a separate order for him to refrain from working until further notice.


