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Condé Nast Traveler Readers Rank Milwaukee’s Mitchell Airport #1 

in Ease of Connections, Customs & Baggage and Safety/Security;

Overall Ranking: 5th in the Nation


MILWAUKEE — Readers of Condé Nast Traveler, the magazine designed for the discerning frequent traveler, ranked Milwaukee County’s General Mitchell International Airport (MKE) as best in the nation in the categories Ease of Connections, Customs/Baggage and Safety/Security. Mitchell garnered the most first-place rankings in individual categories, and finished fifth overall among U.S. airports. The ninth-annual Readers’ Travel Awards, which appears in the magazine’s October 2006 issue, also asked readers to rank airports in three other categories: Location/Access, Food/Shops/Amenities, and Design.


“This prestigious recognition by Condé Nast Traveler readers is a result of our ongoing investment in making Mitchell one of the finest airports in the country,” said Milwaukee County Executive Scott Walker. 


Airport Director Barry Bateman noted that the more than $50 million expansion and renovation of all three airport concourses includes additional security checkpoint lanes, additional boarding gates, new ground-level gates, larger airline gate seating areas, wider corridors between gates, and atrium and clerestory windows that let in more natural light. In addition, new food, beverage and retail options have been added to the airport’s concession mall and concourses, Bateman said.
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In 2005, a record number of passengers, 7.3 million, used Mitchell, an increase of more than nine percent over 2004. Bateman attributes the strong growth in part to increased use of Mitchell as an alternative to Chicago’s O’Hare, both for residents of the northern Chicago suburbs and for out-of-state visitors to northern Illinois. He said Mitchell’s improvements also are in preparation for the growth in numbers of passengers and flights forecast for the future.  


Bateman points out that the drive to Mitchell Airport from the northern Chicago suburbs is often closer than to O’Hare, the cost of covered parking is less than half and airfares are often lower. 

Mitchell Airport’s 12 airlines offer nonstop and direct flights to more than 90 cities in the United States and one-stop connections to major cities throughout the world.  It is the 50th largest airport in the nation in terms of number of passengers and 34th largest in number of destinations served nonstop.


Condé Nast Traveler’s annual Readers’ Travel Awards also ranked Milwaukee’s hometown airline, Midwest Airlines, the number one single-class airline in the nation.  The ranking was based on a number of criteria, from seat comfort and legroom to food and amenities.

General Mitchell International Airport is owned by Milwaukee County and operated by the Department of Public Works, Airport Division, under the policy direction of the Milwaukee County Executive and the County Board of Supervisors. The airport is entirely funded by user fees; no property tax dollars are used for the airport’s capital improvements or for its day-to-day operation. For more information on Mitchell International, visit www.mitchellairport.com.
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